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Change and continuity
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Department of Orthopaedics, Clinical Sciences Lund, Lund University, SwedenOsteoarthritis and Cartilage has, from humble beginnings
some 15 years ago, grown into today’s premier multidisci-
plinary journal in cartilage biology and osteoarthritis. This
progress of the journal reﬂects the growth and maturation
of the research ﬁeld, as well as the dedication and hard
work of Roy Altman as the founding editor in chief, and of
the associate editors and members of the editorial board.
The population burden of osteoarthritis is increasing, and
will continue to do so as a result of global population aging
and the obesity epidemic. Thus, the disease osteoarthritis
gathers increasing attention from the research and health-
care communities and from industry. Our understanding of
cartilage, joint biology, disease mechanisms, clinical out-
comes and other areas important for better understanding
and management of this very challenging disease is grow-
ing. New research areas related to osteoarthritis are emerg-
ing, broadening the scope of potential research topics in
Osteoarthritis and Cartilage, providing both opportunities
and challenges for the future journal. In reviewing topics
of manuscripts submitted to the journal over the last few
years, we note an increase in numbers of papers on, e.g.,
imaging, cartilage repair and tissue regeneration, in parallel
with a continued strong submission of manuscripts on basic
cartilage biology. In comparison, research areas such as
clinical outcomes and randomized controlled trials have
been less well represented among the new manuscripts.
We welcome your submissions on these and other topics
relevant to the scope of the journal.
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nues are being explored and will be discussed and intro-
duced in future issues of Osteoarthritis and Cartilage with
the overall goal of a journal with an increasing number of
papers of higher quality and impact in osteoarthritis and
cartilage research. We recognize the ever greater impor-
tance of a fast and top-quality review process free of con-
ﬂict of interest. The editors are reviewing current routines
to further improve quality and decrease turn-around time
in the review process. We also aim to shorten the time
from editorial decision to e-publication, when the accepted
manuscript is ﬁrst available through the journal website
and PubMed.
A core component in the future success of our journal is
the team of editors and editorial board members. To in-
crease the strength of the new editorial team, the Board
of OARSI has decided to include positions for two deputy
editors. I am very pleased that Joanne Jordan and Wim
van den Berg have accepted these positions, and look
forward to working closely with them. I am also pleased
that Jonas Ranstam has accepted the important position
of statistical consultant, to support an increased attention
to statistical methodology. We have a great new team of
associate editors and members of the editorial board. The
composition of the new editorial team is the result of careful
consideration of current activities and future changes in
research relevant to osteoarthritis and cartilage, and will
continue to adapt accordingly. You will recognize some
names in the new team from the previous team: there will
be change and continuity in Osteoarthritis and Cartilage.
